
AITKIN COUNTY BOARD
eß

February 26,2019
The Aitki n County Board of Commissioners met th IS 26th day of February 20 1 I at 9: 0 1
a m at the Aitki Pubt L ibra withn tc ry , thô fol lowi ng members present: Board chai r Anne
Marcotte CommiSSIOners J Mark Wedel Do n N tem B Pratt, County Adm tn istrato r
Jess Seibertrca and Adm tn istrative Ass ista nt Sue B tng ham Comm issioner La urie
Westerlund was not present.

Motion by Commissioner Niemi, seconded by Commissioner pratt and carried (4-0
we.sterlund absent) to approve the February 26,2019 amended agenda. Jessica
Seibert, County Administrator noted that Agenda ltem 68 - MnDoî D¿iilÂgreement is
a discussion item only. Agenda ltems 6c - unorganized rownship Legislatio"n
Discussion, and 7.5 - set Dangerous Dog Hearinlg, were added.

CommissionerWesterlund arrived at 9:02 a.m.

AITKIN COUNTY HEALTH & HUMAN SERVIGES
BOARD MEETING MINUTES

February 26,2019

Attendance
The Aitkin County Board of Commissioners met this 26th day of February ,z¡:p, at 9:03a'm. as the Aitkin County Health & Human Services Board, w¡tf' tne follówrng memberspresent: Commissioners Anne Marcotte, Laurie Westerlund (arrived at 9:07añr), J. Mark
We-del, Don Niemi, and Bill Pratt. others present included: iounty Adminlstrãtor Jessica
Seibert, Sheriff Dan Guida, Cynthia Bennett ACH&HS Director, Âccounilng Supervisor
Carli Goble, Public Health Supervisor Erin Melz, Public Health Nurse grea Hãmoorf, AdultSocial Services Supervisor Kim Larson, Assistant to the County nOmlÃ¡strator SueBingham, Shawn Speed, H&HS Executive Assistant, and Guesti: Joel Hoppe/H&HS
Advisory Committee Member, Kathy Beatty/ANGELS, and Brielle Bredsten/Aitkin
lndependent Age.

Agenda
There was a change to the agenda. Removal of ltem Vl as Jessi Schultz was unavailable
to present.

Motion by Commissioner Wedel, seconded by Commissioner pratt and carried, all
members voting yes to approve the February 2ó,2019 Health & Human Services Board
agenda with the change.

Minutes
Motion by Commissioner Niemi, seconded by Commissioner Wedel and carried, allmembers voting yes to approve the January 22-,2019 Health and Human Services Board
minutes.

Bills
carli Goble noted that all of the 201g payments were finalized.

Motion by Commissioner Wedel, seconded by Commissioner pratt and carried, all
members voting yes to approve the bills.

nthia BenHealth & Human Services Di rector Re ACH&HS Director
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AITKIN COUNTY BOARD February 26,2019
Cynthia talked about the AMC Legislative Confe rence she attended February 12-14

The sunset of the 2% provider tax or Health Care Access Fund (HCAF) at the end of 2019was the main topic of discussion. The HCAF supports the foilowing piogràrr-¡ SHIP
r MinnesotaCare
¡ MedicalAssistance
r As well as grants to rural hospitals and clinics.

without this funding source there will be a significant gap in the budget.

There has been no vlable replacement suggested, as such it is being requested that theState continue this HCAF until that time thãith"r" í. 
" 

r"pl"."rent identified.

Commissioner Marcotte expressed her concern for the sun setting of this funding sourceand asked that a resolution be presented at the next Board r"uiing expressing supportfor the continuation of the HCAF.

Commissioner Niemi sought clarification around a concern about how the tax is affectinghealthcare costs, specifically driving up the costs of doing business and then that is passed
onto the patient.

Cynthia talked about MinnesotaCare, and a new program called ONECare MN that isdesigned to allow consumers, such as farmers, rnoi" oit¡on" for insurance coverage thathave lower costs and a smaller buy in option.

Commissioner Niemi also inquired into what each side has for reasons for continuing ornot continuing the fund.

Cynthia replied that one side has indicated that the fund was created for Minnesotacare,
and that, due to a surplus has been used to fund or support many other health relatedprograms, such as SHIP, that is not what this provider tax was originally intended to beused for.

ln addition, the oppgsing side is saying that this provider tax is contributing to the risingcost of healthcare. However on the óther side of the aisle, the group ,"rpporting thecontinuation claims that the provider tax is making available the needed dollars to fundprevention programs. Prevention programs ultiriately contribute to healthcare costssavings as populations stay healthier to begin with.
Commissioner Niemi also inquired as to whether a document exists that we could showthe legislature's the successes of these programs.

Cynthia and Erin stated that the Local Public Health Association (LPHA) has one fromprevious years and are working on an updated flyer. This will be shared with thecommissioners when it is finished.

Cynth ta went on to talk more about oN ECare M N and her meeting with DHùCom m rss ioner Tony Lourey tn Carlto n County at wh ich he was promoting the Gove rnor'new Hea Ith Care progra m propos al H s hope ts to create an nsura nce plan that wil offecom prehensive that
r

coverag e consum ê rS can buy into throug h he general market tocreate better optio ns for peop le when they are making their tnsu rance cove ragô choices.Currently we have very expenstve in Surance options with no lower deductib
ma rket and deveoffered. Th IS new wou Id bala nce out the o la ô rcha s

le plans
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AITKIN COUNTY BOARD February 26,2019
that would drive costs fo r the product itself and prescriptions down

Legislative lssues we are watching-
Children and Adult Mental Health Services
Bill to stop with holds for Chitd protection
Telemedicine in regards to MA reimbursements
Substance Use Disorder reforms
Regional Treatment Centers including Com petency Restoration

Commissi oner Marcotte asked about the new Substance Use Disorder requirements.
Supervisor Kim Larson indicated that there were new licensing requirements for those whoconduct CD Evaluations. ln 2020 the requirement will be that whomever conducts theevaluation must be a licensed drug/a lcohol counselor. Most counties will not meet theserequirements as they will not have personnelwho are qualified to that standard
Related to Competency Restoratio n there is a need to clarify who is responsible to conductthis service. There is legislation in process to clarify the language in the State statutes

Cynthia then turned it over to Erin, Brea, and Sheriff Guida to talk about the new effort toeducate our tobacco retailers on how to spot and stop sales of tobacco and tobaccoproducts, including vaping supplies to youth.

Public Health will be conducting random education and congratulation checks at 1g of thecounties 26 tobacco retailers. These checks will only be educational in nature and not anactual compliance check by law enforcement, so no fines or penalties will be incurred by
a failure. They are only to help educate the retailers and their staff.

Review App rova I of contracts/Ag reements/Ap po i ntments
9"-*,_"" Agreement for January 1, 2019 itrrougfr December 31, 20lg between
ACH&HS and Lutheran Social Services.
Motion by Commissioner Westerlund, seconded by Commissioner Niemi and carried,
all members voting yes to approve the contract.

99*,-"" Agreement for Januâry 1,201g through December 31 , 2O1g between
ACH&HS & Riverwood HealthGare Center
Motion by Commissioner Westerlund, seconded by Commissioner pratt and carried,
all members voting yes to approve the contract.

Committee Reports
Joint Powers Board Update - Tri-County Gommunity Health Services Board
Erin informed the board that at the last meêting they reúiewed their by-laws, elected
officers, to which Commissioner westerlund wãs eläded Chairperson, reviewed their
Quality lmprovement Programs. Allthree counties involved présenteO ff,"ir current
work that is being done to combat tobacco usage.

H&HS Advisory Committee Update
Joel briefed the Board that this month was the first meeting of the year for the
Advisory Committee and at it they-¡ Selected Carole Holten as the new Chairperson¡ Selected Joel as the Vice-Chairr selected commissioner weder as the parriamentarian

. Reviewed and approved the by_laws¡ Were given a report, from HHS Director Bennett, on Chappy's Golden Shores

AEOA Committee
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AITKIN COUNTY BOARD February 26,2019
Comm rssrone r Westerl und reported that it WAS a normal meeting and mentio ned thatshe WAS very mpressed with lvy Mano r in Virg nta and how they took an old bui td
and made it so nice and useab le fo h

lng
I ousr ng the less fortunate.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:S7 a.m.

Next Meeting - March 26, ZO1g

Break: 9:58 a.m. to 10:0S a.m.

$lny Beatty, McGregor ANGELS Co-Chair briefly discussed the meetings being hetdwith ANGELS, CARE and Propel, and some of thó questions she has about the situation.

Motion by Commissioner Wedel, seconded by Commissioner pratt and carried, allmembers voting yes to approve the Consent Agenda as follows: n) corresfondence File:February 12,2019 to February 25,2019,.8) Ap-prove county Boará Minutesr Feoruary12,2019; C) Approve Electronic Funds Transfbrs: $665,t60.0g; D) Approve Auditor
)tlar¡3nls January 2019 Sates Tax: Generat Fund $SZ2.SO, Roaó A'er¡dge $1 ,423.93,Health & Human Services $0.13, State g5,5g1.00, Long låt" Conrervatio-n ienter
$134.1 5, Parks $81-37 for a totat of $7 ,T42.gg; E) Appöve Commissioner Warrants:
Q_e19gl Fund $96,650.93, Road & Bridge g}Silh.Ai, H"ãnr, & Human Services
$9,703.1 1 , State $270.00, Trust 96,1 11157 

,, _Fotrest Development $16,246.gg, Long LakeConservation Center 95,721.41 , parks $1 12,316.1 1 for a total of g312,14 7.62; F)Authorize Board Chair Signature on Letter of Authorization for Central planes Áviation;
G) Approve Extension Committee Reappointments; H) Adopt Resolution: Federal
Recreational Trail Program Grant Application; l) Adopí Rãsotution: Snake Riverwatershed; J) Adopt Resolution: Local Road lmprouår"ni program

Under the consent agenda, motion by Commissioner Wedel, seconded by Commissioner
Pratt and carried, all members votingyes to approve the following r.""ppoiniménts to theExtension Committee:

. Sharon Dotzler, District 1o Roberta Elvecrog, District 3¡ Bonnie Mickelson, At Large

All three terms end December 31 ,2021

Under the consent agenda, motion for a resolution by Commissioner Wedel, seconded
by Commissioner Pratt and carried, all members voting yes to adopt resolutíon - Federal
Recreational Trail Program Grant Application :

WHEREAS, Aitkin County supports the grant application made to the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources for the Fedeial Recreational Trail program. The
applicatio-n is to purchase snowmobile grooming equipment for the Aitkiñ County Crosscountry ski rrait system. The trair ryi"rr to 6e groomào ¡ncrude Long Lake
Conservation Center, Vispo, and No Achen, and

HHS BOARD
ADJOURNS

CITIZEN'S
PUBLIC
COMMENT

CONSENT
AGENDA

EXTENSION
COMMITTEE

RESOLUTION
20190226-015
FEDERAL
RECREATIONAL
TRAIL
PROGRAM

BREAK
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AITKIN COUNTY BOARD February 26,2Aß
WHEREAS, Aitkin Cou
the Federal Recreation

nty recog nrzes the twenty-five (25) percent match req u trement fof
al Trat Prog ram and hAS secured the match ing funds

Now, THEREFORE, BE lr RESOLVED, if Aitkin county is awarded a grant by the
Minnesota Department of Natural resources, Aitkin County agrees to acãept the grant
award, and may enter into an agreement with the State of M¡ánesota for the above
referenced project. Aitkin County will comply with all applicable laws, environmental
requirements and regulations as stated in the grant agreement, and

BE lT FURTHER RESOLVED that the applicant has read the Conflict of lnterest poticy
contained in the Trail Program Grant Manual and certifies it will report any actual,
potential, perceived, or organizational conflicts of interest upon discovery to the state
related to the application or grant award.

BE lT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Aitkin County names the fiscal agent for the Aitkin
County for this project as:

Beth Haasken, Clerk
Aitkin County Land Department
502 Minnesota Ave N.
Aitkin, MN 56431

BE lT FURTHER RESOLVED, Aitkin County hereby assures the grooming equipment
acquired through this grant will be maintained for nô tess than tweñty (2g)-yeais as
required by the Federal Recreational Trail Grant Program or until suôh t¡me as
lppropriate disposition actions are approved by the Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources.

Under the consent agenda, motion for a resolution by Commissioner Wedel, seconded
by Commissioner Pratt and carried, all members voting yes to adopt resolution - Support
Snake River Watershed - One Watershed, One plan Þroject:

WHEREAS, the Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources has developed policies
for coordination and development of comprehensive watershed r"n"g"r"nt plans, also
known as One Watershed, One Plan, consistent with Minnesota Statuîes, Chapter
1038.801, comprehensive watershed Management planning program; and

WHEREAS, Minnesota statutes, chapter 1038.301, comprehensive Local water
Management Act, authorizes Minnesota Counties to devel'op and implement a local
water management plan; and

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 103C.331, subdivision 11, Comprehensive
Plan, authorizes Minnesota Soil and Water Conservation Districts to deveiop and
implement a comprehensive plan; and,

WHEREAS, the counties, soil and water conservation districts and the Snake River
Watershed Management Board within the Snake River Watershed (HUC g-0703004), as
delineated in the attached one watershed, one plan suggested Boundary Map, have
interest in developing a comprehensive watershed mana!èment plan for tñis area.

GRANT
APPLICATION

RESOLUTION
20190226-016
SUPPORT
SNAKE R¡VER
WATERSHED -
ONE
WATERSHED,
ONE PLAN
PROJECT
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AITKIN COUNTY BOARD February 26,2019
NOW TH E REFORE, BE T RESOLVE D, that the Aitkin County nlzes and supportswate rShed-scal pla ing effo

recog
ê nn rts conS istent with Minnesota Statutes, chapter 1 038 I0

a lso known as one Watershed one Plan and

BE ¡T FURTHER RESOLVED that the Aitkin County welcomes the opportunity tocollaborate with the counties, soil and water conservation districts anà'the Snáke RiverWatershed-ltlanagement Board within the Snake River Watershed for watershed-scale
planning efforts in the future; and

BE lT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Aitkin County supports a 20i9 apptication to theBoard of Water and Soil Resources for a planning giant ió oevetop 
" "orpr"r'ensivewatershed management plan and anticipates enier-ing into a Memorandum of Agreement

w-ith the counties, soil and water conservation districtð, and the Snake River Watershed
Management Board within the Snake River Watersheó, to òollaborate on this effort,pending selection as a recipient of a planning grant.

Under the consent agenda, motion for a resolution by Commissioner Wedel, seconded
by Commissioner Pratt and carried, all members voting yes to adopt resolution - LocalRoad lmprovement program:

WHEREAS, grant applications are currently being solicited by the Minnesota Department
of Transportation for eligible local projects ior thelocal Road lmprovement program, and

WHEREAS, SAP 01-640-003 and SAP OO1-617-OO4 are eligible tocat projects.

Now, THEREFORE, BE lr RESOLVED, that Aitkin county hereby supports the
submission of SAP 01-640-003 and SAP 001-617-OO4 for consideration of future LocalRoad lmprovement program funding.

Cynthia Bennett, Health & Human Services Director introduced to the Board the first
Cohort group to attend and complete the.Leadership Levárage training course offered byAitkin county, and presented them with their certifiiations of-compretiõn:

Ross Wagner, Economic Development & Forest lndustry Coordinator discussed and
shared with the Board the winners of the Aitkin county walleye Tank:

1)$
2)$
3)$

1,000.00 Forester Pontoons, Hill City
500.00 Aitkin Health Services
250.00 Butler Building/Sytvia Ailen

RESOLUTION
20190226-017
LOGAL ROAD
IMPROVEMENT
PROGRAM

LEADERSHIP
LEVERAGE
TRAINING

AITKIN COUNTY
WALLEYE TANK
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Honorable Mentions:

r Start a Flea Market at the County Fairgrounds. A.R.E.A. Rental Homes
. New Products for DAC

Motion by Commissioner Westerlund, seconded by Commissioner Wedel and carried, all
1p.1bers voting yes_toapprove holding a residential waste electronics event on June g,
2019 with a fee of $5.00 per screened ¡tem (TV, computer monitors, etc.). This includes
approval of startup funds from the Auditor's Office.

Motion by Commissioner Pratt, seconded by Commissioner Niemi and carried, all
members voting yes to assemble an Ordinance Review Committee to review proposed
amendments to the zoning ordinance and review proposed new solid waste ordinance.
This committee will consist of the following members:

r CommissionerMarcotte
. Commissioner pratt
r Board of Adjustment Representativeo PlanningCommissionRepresentative
. Garrison Disposal Representative. Lakes Sanitation Representation
. Environmentalservices Director

Motion by Commissioner Wedel, seconded by Commissioner pratt and carried, all
T:Tb9F voting yes to approve budgeted Road & Bridge purchase of New Hoiland
T56.120 tractor from Timmer lmplement at a cost of $¿ä,dgO, including traOe_in.

Joh.n-Welle, County Engineer discussed a proposed detour agreement between MnDOT
and Aitkin County for Trunk Highway No. 18 & 47 Detour. No action was taken at this
time.

John welle, c-ounty Engineer updated the Board on an unorganized rownship
Legislation bill Representative Dale Lueck ìs bringing fon¡vard'which could potãntially
allow combining Aitkin County's 13 separate Ditch Fund accounts into one account.

The Board recognized the following employee for his years of service with Aitkin County:

r Kirk Peysar, 30 years of service, county Auditor in the Auditor,s office

Bobbie Danielson, Human Resources Director presented personnel Committee
recommendations to the Board.

Mot to n by CommrsS ione Wede seconded by Comm ISS oner N iem and ca rried
members tng toyeS approve creat ng a nd fi il ing a nEW tem porary (67 dav per

Grade 4 non-ucalendar
vot

r) Licensed cou rt Bai riff position n ton AS presented

al
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AITK¡N COUNTY BOARD February 26,2Aß
Motion by Commissioner Pratt, seconded by Commissioner Westerlund and carried, all
T-eT!9-E voting yes to approve creating and filling a new Sr. Forester fo.ition, Grade 7,AFSCME Courthouse union position, as presenteá.

Jessica Seibert, County Administrator discussed the need to schedule a Dangerous Dog
Hearing with the Board. .The Board agreed to hold a Dangerous Dog Hearing-vtarch g,
2019. commissioners wedel and prait volunteered to be ine county-Board "
representatives. This^Dangerous Dog Hearing will be held in the Jury Deliberation Room
of the Aitkin county courthouse, time yet to be determined.

The Board discussed: ARDC phone conference, MRC, AMC Legislative Conference,
snake River watershed, Mille Lacs Fisheries, CARE, TZD, and NcLUcB.

Commissioner Wedel left at 12.12 p.m.

Iuotion by Commissioner Westerlund seconded by Commissioner pratt and carried (4-0
Wedel absent) to adjourn the meetin g al 12:27 p.m. until Tuesday, March 12,2019 at theAitkin Public Library.

An ne Marcotte, Board Chair
Aitkin County Board of Commissioners

Jessica Seibe d, County Administrator

SR. FORESTER

SET
DANGEROUS
DOG HEARING

BOARD
DISCUSSION

WEDEL LEFT

ADJOURN
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