Board of County Commissioners 3R

Aitkin Agenda Request
County Agenda Item #
Requested Meeting Date: September 25, 2018

Title of Item: Discuss 2019 Newspaper Bid Specifications

REGULAR AGENDA Action Requested: Direction Requested
D CONSENT AGENDA [:l Approve/Deny Motion Discussion Item

|:| Adopt Resolution (attach draft) D Hold Public Hearing*

!:I INFORMATION ONLY *provide copy of hearing notice that was published

Submitted by: Department:
Jessica Seibert Administration

Presenter (Name and Title): Estimated Time Needed:
Jessica Seibert, County Administrator 30 minutes

Summary of Issue:

In January the Board asked that this item be brought back for discussion prior to approving the 2019 Newspaper Bid
Specifications. The issues that came up last year were joint bids, and questions as to circulation in specific areas. Staff
has received feedback from Carlton, Cass, Chisago, Crow Wing, Kanabec, and Mille Lacs Counties.

Attached is a copy of last year's Aitkin County Newspaper Bid Specifications, the bids received, the bid comparison, and
staff recommendation for changes to the Aitkin County Newspaper Bid Specifications, highlighted in yellow. Also
attached is a copy of MN Statute 331A.02 Requirements for a Qualified Newspaper.

At Tuesday's meeting staff will be looking for direction from the Board for possible changes to the newspaper bids
specifications.

Alternatives, Options, Effects on Others/Comments:

Recommended Action/Motion:
Board direction for 2019 newspaper bid specifications

Financial Impact:

Is there a cost associated with this request? |:| Yes I:I No
What is the total cost, with tax and shipping? $

Is this budgeted? Yes ﬁNo Please Explain:

Legally binding agreements must have County Attorney approval prior to submission.




CALENDAR YEAR 2018 BID SPECIFICATIONS
NEWSPAPER PUBLICATION OF AITKIN COUNTY LEGAL NOTICES

Aitkin County is requesting bids for newspaper publication of the following County legal notices for
2018:

Official Proceedings (in Summary form)

Legal Notices

Delinquent Real Estate Notice and List

First Publication of the Financial Statement
Second Publication of the Financial Statement

DB wWN =

This bid package contains the following:

I.  General Information for Bidders (page 2)

ll.  Specific Requirements for Bidders (pages 2-3)
lll. Bid Award Criteria (page 3)
IV. Bid Form (page 4)

County Contact Person: Jessica Seibert, Aitkin County Administrator
(218) 927-3093
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CALENDAR YEAR 2018 BID SPECIFICATIONS
NEWSPAPER PUBLICATION OF AITKIN COUNTY LEGAL NOTICES

. GENERAL INFORMATION FOR BIDDERS

A. Sealed bids for newspaper publication of Aitkin County legal notices for 2018 will be
received in the Aitkin County Administrator’s Office, 217 2" Street NW - Room 134,
Aitkin, MN 56431, until Noon on Wednesday, December 20, 2017 at which time they will
be opened, read and tabulated.

B. All bids must be typewritten or written legibly in ink, sealed in an envelope, and bear the
inscription "2018 NEWSPAPER PUBLISHING BID" together with the name and address

of the publisher.

C. Bidders must use the attached form when submitting a bid.

D. Bids received after the time set for bid opening will be returned to the bidder unopened.

E. Bids will be considered at the Aitkin County Board of Commissioners meeting on
January 2, 2018.

F. Copies of all bids received will be available for inspection in the Aitkin County

Administrator’s Office at Noon on Wednesday, December 20, 2017.
G. Aitkin County will send written notice of bid awards to the successful publishers.

H. Aitkin County reserves the right to waive any irregularities in the bids, to reject any or all
bids and to make any award which it considers to be in the best interest of the County.

I Aitkin County does not discriminate on the basis of disability, race, color, national origin,
sex, religion, age or handicapped status in employment or the provision of services. If you
need assistance due to disability or language barrier please call (218) 927-3093.

Il SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS FOR BIDDERS

A Separate bids are required for each type of publication notice.
B. Bids must be submitted using the attached form.
C. Types of legal notices to which bids are requested.

(1) PUBLICATION OF OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS IN SUMMARY FORM: (Minnesota
Statute 375.12 refers.) The County will provide all official proceedings in digital format and
may specify font, point size and leading.

(2) PUBLICATION OF LEGAL NOTICES & MISC. ADVERTISEMENTS: (Minnesota Statute
331A.01 subd. 7 and 331A.05 - .07 refer.) The County will provide all legal notices and
miscellaneous advertisements in digital format and may specify font, point size and leading.
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CALENDAR YEAR 2018 BID SPECIFICATIONS
NEWSPAPER PUBLICATION OF AITKIN COUNTY LEGAL NOTICES

(3) PUBLICATION OF DELINQUENT REAL ESTATE NOTICE AND LIST: Minnesota

Statute 279.08 refers.) The list of real estate taxes remaining delinquent on the first Monday
of January 2018 shall be published once in each of two non-consecutive weeks. The county
will provide the Real Estate List in digital format and may specify font, point size and leading.

(4) FIRST PUBLICATION OF FINANCIAL STATEMENT: (Minnesota Statute 375.17 refers.)
State Statute requires the County Financial Statement to be published twice, with the second
publication to be done in a newspaper located in a different municipality. The Financial
Statement must be arranged in the newspaper so as to be pulled out or inserted as a unit, and
first publisher may be asked to provide copies of Financial Statement insert for second
publication. The County will provide the Financial Statement in camera ready format.

(5) SECOND PUBLICATION OF FINANCIAL STATEMENT: (Minnesota Statute 375.17
refers.) State Statute requires the County Financial Statement to be published twice, with the
second publication of the financial statement to be done in one other newspaper, if one of
general circulation is located in a different municipality in the county than the official
newspaper. Per MN statute the county board shall call for separate bids for each publication.
The Financial Statement must be arranged in the newspaper so as to be pulled out or inserted
as a unit. To be considered for award of the bid for second publication of the financial
statement, bidders must include a specific bid for the second publication of the Financial
Statement. The County will provide the Financial Statement in camera ready format.

BID AWARD CRITERIA

A successful bidder will be designated by the County Board as the “Official County
Newspaper” for calendar year 2018 and will be required to publish all legal notices and
advertisements as required by law to be published in the official newspaper.

A successful bidder will be designated by the County Board for publication of the “Second
Publication of the County Financial Statement.” That bidder must be other than the bidder
designated as the official county newspaper and located in a municipality other than the official
newspaper per MN Statue 375.17 subd. 3.

Bidder must certify by signature they meet the requirements of a qualified newspaper pursuant
to MN Statute Chapter 331A.

In determining the lowest bidder, the cost per media impression provided to the public within
the boundaries of Aitkin County will be considered.

The board may reject any offer if, in its judgment, the public interests require, and may then
designate a newspaper without regard to any rejected offer.

Bidder's adherence to all bid submission instructions and requirements. Failure to properly fill
out the bid form may result in that bid being disqualified. Failure to enter a bid amount for
each of item designated as “Official Newspaper” (Items 1-4) on the bid form may result in
rejection of the entire bid with respect to designation the official newspaper.
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AITKIN COUNTY - BID FORM
PRINTING & PUBLISHING SERVICES CALENDAR YEAR 2018

Refer to Page 2 for general printing and publication requirements and Pages 2-3 for details on each
specific type of publication.

(M PUBLICATION OF OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS (Official Newspaper)
$ per column inch

(2) PUBLICATION OF LEGAL NOTICES & MISC. ADVERTISEMENTS (Official Newspaper)

$ per column inch

(3) PUBLICATION OF DELINQUENT REAL ESTATE NOTICE & LIST (Official Newspaper)

$ per column inch

(4) FIRST PUBLICATION OF FINANCIAL STATEMENT (Official Newspaper)
$ per column inch

5) SECOND PUBLICATION OF FINANCIAL STATEMENT (Official Newspaper)
$ per column inch

Size in inches of newspaper single page sheet = by

Maximum number of columns per page in legal notice section =

Newspaper circulation within the boundaries of Aitkin County =

Weekly circulation within the boundaries of Aitkin County =

Subscription cost per individual customer within Aitkin County for 1 year =

(Please Print Clearly)
Name of Bidding Newspaper:

Official Address:

Printed Name of Submitter Title

Phone:

The undersigned certifies that the newspaper listed above meets the requirements for a qualified
newspaper pursuant to Minnesota State Statute 331A.

Signature in Ink of Submitter Date
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Aitkin Independent Age
P.O. Box 259
Aitkin, MN 56431

December 6,2017
Honorable Board of County Commissioners

Aitkin County Courthouse
209 Second St. N.W,
Aitkin, Mn 56431

Dear Board of Commissioners:

Thank you for naming the Aitkin Independent Age and Voyageur Press its legal newspapers in 2017. Attached is the
bid sheet to run public notices again in 2018. And, it is again a joint bid with the Voyageur Press of McGregor. The
Joint bid is a great value based upon rates paid historically and the added reach of the public notices appearing in both
county papers, and online.

If the bid is awarded to us, the Aitkin Independent Age will print the following items and furnish all legal printed ma-
terials to the Voyaguer Press of McGregor to be published as well:

*Publication of Official Proceedings (Commissioner and Board of Equalization)

*Publication of Legal Notices and miscellaneous advertisements

*In the matter of the delinquent tax list, the Aitkin Independent Age has elected to bid and the Voyaguer Press has
elected not to bid.

*In the matter of the bid for printing the annual financial statement, if accepted, it will be printed in the Aitkin Inde-
pendent with a second publication in the Voyageur Press of McGregor. The Age will furnish all necessary printed mate-
rials when approved by the county auditor to the Voyageur Press for publication.

*All correspondence and billing will be with the Aitkin Independent Age and it will forward all information to the
Voyageur Press. The Voyaguer Press will bill the county directly for the second printing of the county financial state-
ment.

*All legal notices published in the Age and Voyageur Press are posted at no additional charge at the region’s No. 1 web-
site, www.aitkinage.com.

Please let us know if you have any questions regarding our bid and publications.
Sincerely,

Kevin G. Anderson, Publisher
Aitkin Independent Age

John Grones, Publisher
Voyageur Press
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AITKIN COUNTY - BID FORM
PRINTING & PUBLISHING SERVICES CALENDAR YEAR 2018

Refer to Page 2 for general printing and publication requirements and Pages 2-3 for details on each
specific type of publication.

(1 PUBLICATION OF OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS (Official Newspaper)
$ /pr per column inch  (overs Bots bl catromns

(2) PUBLICATION OF LEGAL NOTICES & MISC. ADVERTISEMENTS (_foicial Newspaper)
s /0°° per column inch [’M(/% BD\//A Foblcatron -

(3) PUBLICATION OF DELINQUENT REAL ESTATE NOTICE & LIST (Official Newspaper)
$ /f) 24 per column inch /233 =

A6E on/ey
(4) FIRST PUBLICATION OF FINANCIAL STATEMENT (Official Newspaper)
$ 7¢9° per columninch /] if £ 47€ 67/4’//
5) SECOND PUBLICATION OF FINANCIAL STATEMENT (Official Newspaper)
$ 2 2 per column inch Vo;/ayew fress dﬂ//

10 Hy 21 Aoe
Size in inches of newspaper single page sheet=__ ;o s by 'S Vayager
L Ag¢
Maximum number of columns per page in legal notice secton=_ 4 JA
218 /’z ¢

Newspaper circulation within the boundaries of Aitkin County = 57¢ v.f"’

N . 215" A
Weekly circulation within the boundaries of Aitkin County = 575 Vf

Subscription cost per individual customer within Aitkin County for 1 year=__ 37

(Please Print Clearly)

Name of Bidding Newspaper: !/‘_1 ,4[;;4 /mg WA ; -, o |/ v géo Pfr’qs
" 213 Mumesots Aot 15" Covntry bust Lant
Official Address: o / T35 2o Pox 5%
/ A 264
(P.O D.ast Zﬁ?) Maé‘/‘fj&r‘ W/!} 557&0
Printed Name of Submitter /%//z/? 6;,7 44(4'/5;0'( Title :Ez{ /4 4/'/%

Phone: 2 /€ -92¥- 37/

The undersigned certifies that the newspaper listed above meets the requirements for a qualified
newspaper pursuant to Minnesota State Statute 331A.

//%‘ /4"‘*"/ Vo vagp .~ ?)d‘,, &, AoLE

"/“Sign ure in,In /czs/utini.tter i Date
/%/{%: At Age I 2/t b /17
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AITKIN COUNTY - BID FORM
PRINTING & PUBLISHING SERVICES CALENDAR YEAR 2018

Refer to Page 2 for general printing and publication requirements and Pages 2-3 for details on each
specific type of publication.

1 PUBLICATION OF OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS (Official Newspaper)
$M_ per column inch

(2) PUBLICATION OF LEGAL NOTICES & MISC. ADVERTISEMENTS (Official Newspaper)
$._B.00 per column inch

(3) PUBLICATION OF DELINQUENT REAL ESTATE NOTICE & LIST (Official Newspaper)
$_ 3.0 per column inch

(4) FIR(ET PUBLICATION OF FINANCIAL STATEMENT (Official Newspaper)
$ 5 00 per column inch

5) SECOND PUBLICATION OF FINANCIAL STATEMENT (Official Newspaper)

$ 6) o0 per column inch
2,\\ W
Size in inches of newspaper single page sheet=__ 10 % by <RI

Maximum number of columns per page in legal notice section = é
Newspaper circulation within the boundaries of Aitkin County = (0 Al§

Weekly circulation within the boundaries of Aitkin County = bals

Subscription cost per individual customer within Aitkin County for 1 year = B2

I(\Il:e:;aesgfggdtir?g:ef\al‘gwspaper: N Cws H o {P,P(’.V‘

Official Address: f 0. Box S62
I'r\oyn‘on, MN) SGY9575”

Printed Name of Submitter Erie 3. Hi? lund Title_ Owneénr

Phone: 2 /8~ Bal-) 393

The undersigned certifies that the newspaper listed above meets the requirements for a qualified
newspaper pursuant to Minnesota State Statute 331A.

|&-2-17
o "
Signafure of Submitter Date
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AITKIN COUNTY - BID COMPARISON FORM
PRINTING & PUBLISHING SERVICES CALENDAR YEAR 2018

(1) PUBLICATION OF OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS

Aitkin Age & Voyageur Press NewsHopper

$_10.560____ per column inch (covers both publications) $_ 8.00 _ per column inch
(2) PUBLICATION OF LEGAL NOTICES & MISC. ADVERTISEMENTS

Aitkin Age & Voyageur Press NewsHopper

$_10.50 per column inch (covers both publications) $_8.00 __ per column inch
(3) PUBLICATION OF DELINQUENT REAL ESTATE NOTICE & LIST

Aitkin Age & Voyageur Press NewsHopper

$_10.50 per column inch (covers both publications) $ 8.00__ per column inch
(4) FIRST PUBLICATION OF FINANCIAL STATEMENT

Aitkin Age only NewsHopper

$_7.00 per column inch $_ 8.00 __ per columninch
(5) SECOND PUBLICATION OF FINANCIAL STATEMENT

Voyageur Press only NewsHopper

$_3.50 per column inch $__8.00 __ per column inch

Size in inches of newspaper single page sheet = 10 3/8" by 21" Aitkin Age, 10 %" x 15" VP
Size in inches of newspaper single page sheet = 10 3/8" by 21" NewsHopper

Aitkin Age _4_VP
NewsHopper

Maximum number of columns per page in legal notice section = 6
6

Maximum number of columns per page in legal notice section =
Newspaper circulation within the boundaries of Aitkin County = 2615 Age, 575 VP

Newspaper circulation within the boundaries of Aitkin County = 6215 NewsHopper

Weekly circulation within the boundaries of Aitkin County = 2615 Age, 575 VP
Weekly circulation within the boundaries of Aitkin County = 6215 NewsHopper

Subscription cost per individual customer within Aitkin County for 1 year = _$37
Subscription cost per individual customer within Aitkin County for 1 year = $52 NewsHopper



CALENDAR YEAR 2018 BID SPECIFICATIONS
NEWSPAPER PUBLICATION OF AITKIN COUNTY LEGAL NOTICES

. GENERAL INFORMATION FOR BIDDERS

A. Sealed bids for newspaper publication of Aitkin County legal notices for 2018 will be
received in the Aitkin County Administrator’s Office, 217 2" Street NW - Room 134,
Aitkin, MN 56431, until Noon on Wednesday, December 20, 2017 at which time they will
be opened, read and tabulated.

B. All bids must be typewritten or written legibly in ink, sealed in an envelope, and bear the
inscription "2018 NEWSPAPER PUBLISHING BID" together with the name and address
of the publisher.

C. Bidders must use the attached form when submitting a bid.

D. Bids received after the time set for bid opening will be returned to the bidder unopened.

E. Bids will be considered at the Aitkin County Board of Commissioners meeting on
January 2, 2018.

F. Copies of all bids received will be available for inspection in the Aitkin County

Administrator's Office at Noon on Wednesday, December 20, 2017.
G. Aitkin County will send written notice of bid awards to the successful publishers.

H. Aitkin County reserves the right to waive any irregularities in the bids, to reject any or all
bids and to make any award which it considers to be in the best interest of the County.

l. Aitkin County does not discriminate on the basis of disability, race, color, national origin,
sex, religion, age or handicapped status in employment or the provision of services. If you
need assistance due to disability or language barrier please call (218) 927-3093.

. SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS FOR BIDDERS

A. Separate bids are required for each type of publication notice, no joint bids will be
accepted.

B. Bids must be submitted using the attached form.

C. Bidders are required to provide circulation statistics by zip code.

D. Types of legal notices to which bids are requested.

(1) PUBLICATION OF OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS IN SUMMARY FORM: (Minnesota
Statute 375.12 refers.) The County will provide all official proceedings in digital format and
may specify font, point size and leading.

(2) PUBLICATION OF LEGAL NOTICES & MISC. ADVERTISEMENTS: (Minnesota Statute
331A.01 subd. 7 and 331A.05 - .07 refer.) The County will provide all legal notices and
miscellaneous advertisements in digital format and may specify font, point size and leading.
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CALENDAR YEAR 2018 BID SPECIFICATIONS
NEWSPAPER PUBLICATION OF AITKIN COUNTY LEGAL NOTICES

(3) PUBLICATION OF DELINQUENT REAL ESTATE NOTICE AND LIST: Minnesota

Statute 279.08 refers.) The list of real estate taxes remaining delinquent on the first Monday
of January 2018 shall be published once in each of two non-consecutive weeks. The county
will provide the Real Estate List in digital format and may specify font, point size and leading.

(4) FIRST PUBLICATION OF FINANCIAL STATEMENT: (Minnesota Statute 375.17 refers.)
State Statute requires the County Financial Statement to be published twice, with the second
publication to be done in a newspaper located in a different municipality. The Financial
Statement must be arranged in the newspaper so as to be pulled out or inserted as a unit, and
first publisher may be asked to provide copies of Financial Statement insert for second
publication. The County will provide the Financial Statement in camera ready format.

(5) SECOND PUBLICATION OF FINANCIAL STATEMENT: (Minnesota Statute 375.17
refers.) State Statute requires the County Financial Statement to be published twice, with the
second publication of the financial statement to be done in one other newspaper, if one of
general circulation is located in a different municipality in the county than the official
newspaper. Per MN statute the county board shall call for separate bids for each publication.
The Financial Statement must be arranged in the newspaper so as to be pulled out or inserted
as a unit. To be considered for award of the bid for second publication of the financial
statement, bidders must include a specific bid for the second publication of the Financial
Statement. The County will provide the Financial Statement in camera ready format.

BID AWARD CRITERIA

A successful bidder will be desighated by the County Board as the “Official County
Newspaper” for calendar year 2018 and will be required to publish all legal notices and
advertisements as required by law to be published in the official newspaper.

A successful bidder will be designated by the County Board for publication of the “Second
Publication of the County Financial Statement.” That bidder must be other than the bidder
designated as the official county newspaper and located in a municipality other than the official
newspaper per MN Statue 375.17 subd. 3.

Bidder must certify by signature they meet the requirements of a qualified newspaper pursuant
to MN Statute Chapter 331A.

In determining the lowest bidder, the cost per media impression provided to the public within
the boundaries of Aitkin County will be considered.

The board may reject any offer if, in its judgment, the public interests require, and may then
designate a newspaper without regard to any rejected offer.

Bidder's adherence to all bid submission instructions and requirements. Failure to properly fill
out the bid form may result in that bid being disqualified. Failure to enter a bid amount for
each of item designated as “Official Newspaper” (Items 1-4) on the bid form may result in
rejection of the entire bid with respect to designation the official newspaper.
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AITKIN COUNTY - BID FORM
PRINTING & PUBLISHING SERVICES CALENDAR YEAR 2018

Refer to Page 2 for general printing and publication requirements and Pages 2-3 for details on each
specific type of publication.

(1) PUBLICATION OF OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS (Official Newspaper)
$ per column inch

(2)  PUBLICATION OF LEGAL NOTICES & MISC. ADVERTISEMENTS (Official Newspaper)

$ per column inch

(3)  PUBLICATION OF DELINQUENT REAL ESTATE NOTICE & LIST (Official Newspaper)

$ per column inch

(4) FIRST PUBLICATION OF FINANCIAL STATEMENT (Official Newspaper)
$ per column inch

5) SECOND PUBLICATION OF FINANCIAL STATEMENT (Official Newspaper)
$ per column inch

Size in inches of newspaper single page sheet = by

Maximum number of columns per page in legal notice section =

Newspaper circulation within the boundaries of Aitkin County =

Weekly newspaper circulation by zip code within the boundaries of Aitkin County =
56431 56469 55748 55760 55787 56350
Subscription cost per individual customer within Aitkin County for 1 year =

(Please Print Clearly)
Name of Bidding Newspaper:

Official Address:

Printed Name of Submitter Title

Phone;:

The undersigned certifies that the newspaper listed above meets the requirements for a qualified newspaper
pursuant to Minnesota State Statute 331A.

Signature in Ink of Submitter Date
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1 MINNESOTA STATUTES 2017 331A.02

331A.02 REQUIREMENTS FOR A QUALIFIED NEWSPAPER.

Subdivision 1. Qualification. No newspaper in this state shall be entitled to any compensation or fee
for publishing any public notice unless it is a qualified newspaper. A newspaper that is not qualitied must
inform a public body that presents a public notice for publication that it is not qualified. To be qualified, a
newspaper shall:

(a) be printed in the English language in newspaper format and in column and sheet form equivalent in
printed space to at least 1,000 square inches, or 800 square inches if the political subdivision the newspaper
purports to serve has a population of under 1,300 and the newspaper does not receive a public subsidy;

(b) if a daily, be distributed at least five days each week. If not a daily, the newspaper may be distributed
twice a month with respect to the publishing of government public notices. In any week in which a legal
holiday is included, not more than four issues of a daily paper are necessary;

(c) in at least half of its issues each year, have no more than 75 percent of its printed space comprised
of advertising material and paid public notices. In all of its issues cach year, have 25 percent, if published
more often than weekly, or 50 percent, if weekly, of its news columns devoted to news of local interest to
the community which it purports to serve. Not more than 25 percent of its total nonadvertising column inches
in any issue may wholly duplicate any other publication unless the duplicated material is from recognized
general news services;

(d) be circulated in the political subdivision which it purports to serve, and either have at least 400 copies
regularly delivered to paying subscribers, or 250 copies delivered to paying subscribers if the political
subdivision it purports to serve has a population of under 1,300, or have at least 400 copies regularly
distributed without charge to local residents, or 250 copies distributed without charge to local residents if
the political subdivision it purports to serve has a population of under 1,300,

(e) have its known office of issue established in either the county in which lies, in whole or in part, the
political subdivision which the newspaper purports to serve, or in an adjoining county;

(D) file a copy of each issue immediately with the State Historical Society;

(g) be made available at single or subscription prices to any person or entity requesting the newspaper
and making the applicable payment, or be distributed without charge to local residents;

(h) have complied with all the foregoing conditions of this subdivision for at least one year immediately
preceding the date of the notice publication;

(1) between September 1 and December 31 of each year publish a sworn United States Post Office
periodicals-class statement of ownership and circulation or a statement of ownership and circulation verified
by a recognized independent circulation auditing agency covering a period of at least one year ending no
earlier than the June 30 preceding the publication deadline. When publication occurs after December 31 and
before July 1, qualification shall be effective from the date of the filing described in paragraph (j) through
December 31 of that year; and

(j) after publication, submit to the secretary of state by December 31 a filing containing the newspaper's
name, address of its known office of issue, telephone number, and a statement that it has complied with all
of the requirements of this section. The filing must be accompanied by a fee of $25. The secretary of state
shall make available for public inspection a list of newspapers that have filed. Acceptance of a filing does
not constitute a guarantee by the state that any other qualification has been met,

Copyright © 2017 by the Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.



331A.02 MINNESOTA STATUTES 2017 2

Subd. 2. [Repealed, 2004 ¢ 182 s 33]

Subd. 3. Publication; suspension; changes. The following circumstances shall not affect the qualification
of a newspaper, invalidate an otherwise valid publication, or invalidate a designation as official newspaper.

(a) Suspension of publication for a period of not more than three consecutive months resulting from the
destruction of its known office of issue, equipment, or other facility by the elements, unforeseen accident,
or acts of God or by reason of a labor dispute.

(b) The consolidation of one newspaper with another published in the same county, or a change in its
name or ownership, or a temporary change in its known office of issue.

(c) Change of the day of publication, the frequency of publication, or the change of the known office
of'issue from one place to another within the same county, Except as provided in this subdivision, suspension
of publication, or a change of known office of issue from one county to another, or failure to maintain its
known office of issue in the county, shall deprive a newspaper of its standing as a qualified newspaper until
it again becomes qualified pursuant to subdivision 1.

Subd. 4. Declaratory judgment of legality. A person interested in a newspaper's qualification under
this section may petition the district court in the county in which the newspaper has its known office of issue
for a declaratory judgment to determine whether the newspaper is qualified. Unless filed by the publisher,
the petition and summons shall be served on the publisher as in other civil actions, Service in other cases
shall be made by publication of the petition and summons once each week for three successive weeks in the
newspaper or newspapers the court may order and upon the persons as the court may direct. Publications
made in a newspaper after a judgment that it is qualified but before the judgment is vacated or set aside shall
be valid. Except as provided in this subdivision, the Uniform Declaratory Judgments Act and the Rules of
Civil Procedure shall apply to the action.

Subd. 5. Posting notices on Web site. If, in the normal course of its business, a qualified newspaper
maintains a Web site, then as a condition of accepting and publishing public notices, the newspaper must
agree to post all the notices on its Web site at no additional cost. The notice must remain on the Web site
during the notice's full publication period. Failure to post or maintain a public notice on the newspaper's
Web site does not affect the validity of the public notice.

History: 1984 ¢ 543 s 21; 1985 ¢ 174 s 1, 1Sp1985 ¢ 135 315, 1987 ¢ 3051, 1987 ¢ 2865 1; 1988 ¢
682542, 1990 ¢ 39551, 1991 ¢ 205517, 1997 ¢ 1375 13; 2001 ¢ 385 1; 2004 ¢ 182 s 8-11; 2009 ¢ 152
s5
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