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RUCA vs. Per Diem:

Eff ectíve Q7/OL/2Q16:

Rural Urban Commuting Area (RUCA) Adjustments Add-ons
Effective for dates of service on and after July 1,2016, transport of clients meeting residence zip code classifications
of urban, rural, and super-rural will, in some situations allow additional reimbursement or add-on to the provider.

Transport Base RUCA Adjustments
The base rate, when paid for nonemergency medical transportation services in areas defined under RUCA to be

super-rural, is equal to I I 1.3 percent ofthe respective base rate ifapplicable for modes I thru 7.

Transport Mileage RUCA Adjustments
The mileage rate for nonemergency medical transportation services in areas defined under RUCA to be rural or
super-rural areas is as follows:
o . For atrip 17 miles or less, the mileage rate is equal to 125 percent of the respective mileage rates for modes I
through 7
¡ . For a trip between 18 and 50 miles, the mileage rate is equal to 112.5 percent of the respective mileage rate for
modes I through 7.

For reimbursement for nonemergency medical transportation RUCA adjustments for modes I through 7,the zip
code of the recipient's place of residence determines whether the urban, rural, or super-rural reimbursement rate

adjustment applies.

From Jonuory t,2OL5 thru July 3!,20t6 - Aitkin County Volunteer Drivers drove

1843 miles thot guolified f or the RUCA odjustment. Per currønt policy, voluntøer

drívers ore paíd on odditionol stipend bosed on the price of gas. This stipend is

poid for ony tr¡ps ovet t5 miles (under 15 ís poid o f lot dollor f ee). The stipend is

not r¿imbursoble by Medicol Assistonce ond is poid out of levy dollors. The RUCA

odjustment is on opproved fuledicol Assistonce omount qnd would be reimbursed in

f ull.

Comporing the guolifying miles driven between Jonuory t,2015 ond July 3t,2Ot6 '
volunteer drivers were reimbursed $1,094.05 (mileage plus per diem). With the

RUCA odjustment they would havebeen poid $1,124.55 (which does not includethe

per diem). A diff erence of $30.50.

RUCA is ovoíloble up to 50 miles, after 50 miles the reímbursement would be the

stroight fRS rote.

Question: Does tha County wont to continue to poy Volunteer Drivers the odditional

stipend or just use the RUCA odjustment?

Thonk you.


