
 

AITKIN COUNTY 
 

 
 

 

Septic System Replacement Loans 
 

Aitkin County Environmental Services 
Has obtained grant funds to help protect the water quality 

In Aitkin County. 
This money is available to upgrade substandard or 

Failing septic systems. 
 
 

Loan Information 
 Interest rate for the Septic Loan is 4% 

 Payback Period on the loan can be up to 10 years* 
*depends on the loan amount 

 
 
 
 

This program is being sponsored by: 
Security State Bank 

Aitkin County Soil and Water Conservation District 
Department of Agriculture 

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
Aitkin County 
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AITKIN COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
307 SECOND STREET NW – ROOM 219 

AITKIN, MN  56431 
PHONE:  (218) 927-7342 

 
 
Thank you for your inquiry into the low interest loan money available through the Department of 
Agriculture Best Management Practice.  Enclosed is the information and available paperwork to 
get you started on your septic system upgrade.  These low interest loans are secured by a real 
estate mortgage on your property. 
 
STEPS 
1. The first step is to contact a licensed SSTS Designer to conduct a site visit and to prepare a 

septic system design proposal. The design is then submitted to the Planning and Zoning 
Office whom will review the proposal to determine whether or not it meets minimum 
requirements.   
• Once the County approves the design, a permit can be issued. The 2023 Fee Schedule 

is: Drainfield/Bed = $300.00 and Mound/At-Grade = $350.00 
 
2. The second step is to get two estimates of cost from septic installers to install 

the designed system.  With the estimates, you will also need to ask the installers to write 
down the estimated timelines for installation.   

 
3. The third step is to bring the two estimates of cost, the septic system design,  

the Certificate of Eligibility and the top half of the Lender Pre-approval form to the Aitkin 
County Planning and Zoning Office. 
 

4. The fourth step is to complete the loan application form supplied by Security  
State Bank, the lending institution for this project.  Loan funds are limited to the project cost 
and septic system design fee and permit fees.  Real estate closing costs must be paid out-of-
pocket.  The bank needs the following pieces of information: 
 
 Completed loan application. 
 Certificate of Eligibility (found in this packet) 
 Lender Pre-approval Form (found in this packet) 

 
You will take all of this information, along with your loan application over to Security State Bank 
where the bank will review the application and if possible, approve the loan.  Once the loan has 
been approved and the permit has been issued, you can begin installation. 
 
It is the responsibility of the contractor and/or homeowner to apply for the permit.  It is also that 
person’s responsibility to contact the County at least 24 hours in advance to request an 
inspection of the septic system.  All septic installations are inspected by the County staff.  To 
request an inspection, please contact Aitkin County Planning and Zoning at 218-927-7342.  After 
the inspection and after you submit the final bill to the Planning and Zoning Office, a Certificate of 
Completion will be issued, which you then take back to the bank.  The bank will complete the loan 
processing using that information.  Release of funds should occur in approximately two to four 
weeks. 
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AITKIN COUNTY AND THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES 

PROJECT ELIGIBILITY CERTIFICATION 
 
Applicant Must be Property Owner 
 
 
        ,   
Please print   (Last Name)     (First) 
 
Mailing Address 
 
 
          ,  
(Street Address or PO Box #)      (City) 
 
Property Address – If different from Mailing Address 
 
 
          ,   
(Street Address or PO Box #)      (City) 
 
Daytime Telephone Number          (          ) 
 
Legal Description:  
                                   Section                 Township            Range              Township Name 
 
Parcel Number:         Are Property Taxes Current? 
     
   
List the construction to be done and the estimated cost involved. 
 
Name and Address of Contractor:                   
State MPCA License Number:     
 
Item     Est. Cost  Est. Completion Date 
         
 
          
  Total Cost of Activity 
 
Certification by Administrator of Best Management Practices 
This form certifies that the proposed activity meets a priority need identified in the Aitkin County 
Clean Water Partnership applicable guidelines, and is in compliance with accepted standards, 
specifications, or criteria. 
Project Representative:          Date:    
 
Applicant:         Date:    
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AITKIN COUNTY 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

BEST MANAGEMENT LOAN PROGRAM  
LENDER PRE-APPROVAL FORM 

 
 
Applicant::  
  (Last Name)   (First Name)  (Middle Initial) 
 
Address:               ,          ,  
  (Street Address or PO Box #)        (City)  (Zip Code) 
 
Description of Project: 
 
   
 
Legal Description of Property: 
                                     Section  Township  Range 
 
Parcel Number:                           
 
Estimated Cost of Improvements:  $       Attach Estimate 
 
Estimated Loan Requested:  $ 
 
Estimated Completion Date:   
 
   
The undersigned Origination lender agrees to approve a loan to the above applicant from 
the Department of Agriculture Best Management Practices program of an amount not to 
exceed: $             .  Approval shall expire on                            . 
Construction must be approved and inspected by the County and request for payment 
submitted to the Originating Lender prior to the loan approval expiration date.  Please 
return this completed, signed form with your application to the Aitkin County 
Environmental Services Department, Aitkin, MN. 
 
Security State Bank 
Name of Lending Institution 
 
 
 
 
                
Originating Lenders Signature     Date 
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COMPLETION OF ACTIVITY 
CERTIFICATION 

 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICE 

 
 
 
Borrower: 
                   (Last Name)   (First Name)  (Middle Initial) 
 
 
Activity Financed:   
 
Location of Activity : 
                                      Section    Township   Range 
 
 
            
List the construction completed, equipment purchased, and/or other expenditures 
approved and completed for this activity: 
 
Item     Total Cost    CWP Portion 
     $     $ 
       $       $ 
     $     $ 
     $     $ 
 
Total Cost of Activity  $ 
 
 

Certification by the Administrator of Best Management Practice 
 

 This form certifies that the activity is complete, operable, and in 
compliance with accepted standard, specifications, or criteria.  The final payment 
is authorized to be made by the local lender as all applicable work has been 
completed on the CWP activity. 
 
 
 
Certification Office:              Date:  
 
 
                Phone: 
Signature of Project Representative 
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